
 

Step into Africa - GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN 2 

Key vocabulary 

Key word Definition  

carnivore An animal that only eats meat 

Omnivore  An animal that eats both plants 
and meat 

Herbivore An animal that only eats plants 

Habitat the natural home or environment of 
an animal, plant, or other organism  

Africa  the world's second-largest and 
second-most populated continent 

Animal a living thing that can move and 
eat and react to the world 

Animals in Africa 
Africa is home to many of the world's 
most famous animals in human culture 
such 
as lions‚ rhinos‚ cheetahs‚ giraffes‚ ant
elope, hippos, leopards, zebras‚ 
and African elephants among many 
others  

Leopard Lion Cheetah Rhino 

Gorilla camouflage mask weather 

safari sunset Africa continent 



 

Under the sea - GEOGRAPHY - Spring 1 

Key vocabulary 

Key word Definition  

country A nation with it’s own  
government with a capital city. 

continent A large area of land. From larg-
est to smallest they are Asia, 
Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Europe and 
Australia. 

Ocean  A large area of salt water. The 
five oceans are Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific, Southern and Arctic 
Ocean. 

equator An imaginary line around the 
middle of the Earth where the 
weather is hottest. 

Diary  a book in which one keeps a daily 
record of events and experiences.  

Europe a continent in the W part of the 
landmass lying between the At-
lantic and Pacific oceans  

Life in the ocean 
Many sea creatures reside in the 
ocean. The Earth’s oceans contain 
about 97% of the planet’s water, much 
of which is saline water. There are 
five major oceans on Earth, namely 
Pacific, Indian, Atlantic, Arctic, and 
the Southern Ocean.  

Shark fish jellyfish octopus 

Arctic Antarctica Europe Asia 

North America South America Africa Equator 



 

London - Geography - Spring 1 

Key vocabulary 

Key word Definition  

London Capital city of England 

City  a place where many people live 
closely together.  

Different not the same as another or each 
other 

Similar a person or thing similar to another 

Landmarks a building or place that is easily 
recognised  

Transport the movement of humans, animals, 
and goods from one location to an-
other  

London 
London is the capital of the United 
Kingdom. 

The River Thames is the chief river of 
southern England. It is the longest 
river in England and the second longest 
river in the United Kingdom. 
Thames is pronounced "Tems" rhymes 
with gems. 

Paddington London Eye The Shard Buckingham Palace 

Tower Bridge House of Parliament Big Ben Hop on –Hop off Bus 



 

THE POLAR REGIONS - GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN 2 

Key vocabulary 

city A large town with many people 
and buildings. 

country A nation with it’s own  
government with a capital city. 

continent A large area of land. From larg-
est to smallest they are Asia, 
Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Europe and 
Australia. 

ocean A large area of salt water. The 
five oceans are Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific, Southern and Arctic 
Ocean. 

equator An imaginary line around the 
middle of the Earth where the 
weather is hottest. 

North Pole The north surface of the Earth 
where the Arctic is located. 

South Pole The south surface of the Earth 
were Antarctica is located. 

Food chain How each animal gets it’s food. 

Arctic Antarctica 

polar bear penguin 

From Europe to London 

The continent we live in is Europe. Within Europe 
we live in the United Kingdom (UK). The United 
Kingdom is made up of four countries, England, 
Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales. The 
country we live in is England and we live in the  
capital city of London.  

 

Ernest Shackleton equator 



 

SEASIDE - GEOGRAPHY - SUMMER 2 

Key vocabulary 

beach or seaside A place by the sea with sand or 
pebbles. 

dock or harbour Where boats are tied to stop 
them from floating away. 

coastline Any land along the coast. 

bay A part of the coastline that 
curves inwards. 

cliff A steep rock face  
commonly found by the edge of 
the sea. 

promenade A public place for walking on. 

pier A structure built over the water 
for people to walk on. 

physical feature A feature that has been formed 
by nature. 

human feature A feature that has been 
manmade or changed by humans. 

lighthouse promenade pier rockpool 

bay city countryside village 

Seaside trips 
When people want to take a trip, they 
might go the seaside or the beach for 
a holiday. We have many seasides in 
the UK and some people enjoy going 
abroad on an airplane to a different 
country! There are many fun things to 
do at the seaside like building sandcas-
tles, paddling in the sea, surfing and 
going to a fairground. 

dock sea waves coastline 



 

Happily Ever After - Geography- Autumn 1 

Key vocabulary 

city A large town with many people 
and buildings. 

country A nation with it’s own  

continent A large area of land. From larg-
est to smallest they are Asia, 
Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Europe and 

ocean A large area of salt water. The 
five oceans are Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific, Southern and Arctic 

equator An imaginary line around the 
middle of the Earth where the 
weather is hottest. 

physical feature A feature that has been formed 
by nature. 

human feature A feature that has been 
manmade or changed by humans. 

climate The general weather conditions 
of a region. 

Settings 

Fairytales usually have similar  
features and always have a happy  
ending… don’t they? 

We will focus on the settings of  
fairytales and create our own  
alternative versions. Our focus is also 
World Geography so we will look at 
different regions around the world 
with different climates and identify 
their human and physical features. 

rainforest desert ocean forest 

countryside town village city 

Three Little Pigs Little Red Riding Hood Hansel & Gretel Rapunzel 



 

Journeys - Geography - Spring 1 

Key vocabulary 

migration Moving from one region to  
another. 

Europe Europe is one of seven conti-
nents which include places such 
as United Kingdom, Spain,  
Germany, France, Italy, and 

city A large town with many people 
and buildings. 

country A nation with it’s own  
government with a capital city. 

continent A large area of land. From larg-
est to smallest they are Asia, 
Africa, North America, South 
America, Antarctica, Europe and 
Australia. 

ocean A large area of salt water. The 
five oceans are Atlantic, Indian, 
Pacific, Southern and Arctic 
Ocean. 

equator An imaginary line around the 
middle of the Earth where the 
weather is hottest. 

Migration 

Did you know that some animals move 
location when the weather changes? 
Some birds tend to flow South during 
the winter months because it is  
warmer there. 

Humans migrate too - this is when they 
move to a new area or even a new  
country and this can be for a range of 
reasons. 

Europe Animal migration Human migration Turtle dove 



 

Festivals Around the World - GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN 2 

Key vocabulary 

country A nation with it’s own  
government with a capital city. 

continent A large area of land. From largest to 
smallest they are Asia, Africa, North 
America, South America, Antarctica, 
Europe and Australia. 

ocean A large area of salt water. The five 
oceans are Atlantic, Indian, Pacific, 
Southern and Arctic Ocean. 

equator An imaginary line around the middle of 
the Earth where the weather is hottest. 

Tropic of 
Cancer 

An imaginary line that signals northern 
latitude on the Earth where the sun can 
appear directly overhead.   

Tropic of 
Capricorn 

An imaginary line that signals southern 
latitude on the Earth where the sun can 
appear directly overhead.   

latitude A measure for the distance north or 
south of the equator measured in 
degrees. 

Northern 
Hemisphere 

The half of the world North of the 
Equator.  

Southern 
Hemisphere 

The half of the world South of the 
Equator. 

What is a compass? 

A compass is a tool for             
finding direction. A simple compass is a                      
magnetic needle mounted                       
on a pivot, or short pin.                         
The needle, which can spin                       
freely, always points north.   



 

Amazonia - Science & Geography - Summer 1 

Key science vocabulary 

habitat The natural environment of an 
animal or plant. 

adaptation A change in the body of a living 
thing that helps the animal or 
plant to survive under new 
conditions.  

classify To organise something into 
groups.  

organisms  An individual living thing, such as 
a plant, an animal, or a germ. 

living 
things  

Seven signs of a living thing: 
growth, movement, feeding, 
respiration (using oxygen to get 
energy from food) excretion, 
sensitivity to stimuli (responding 
to light) and reproduction. 

Key geography vocabulary  

deforestation  The act or process of 

cutting down the trees of 

a forest. 

physical 
features 

Anything that is on the 

Earth naturally. 

human 
features 

Things that are made or 

built by humans.  



 

Year 5 Knowledge Organizer: DESERT BIOME  

Key vocabulary 
Desert  Dry areas that receive very little rain  

Climate  A description of the average weather 
conditions in a certain place  

Equator  An imaginary circle around the middle 
of the Earth  

Biome  Areas of our planet with similar cli-
mates, landscapes, animals and plants.  

Species  A group of animals, plants or other 
living things that all share common 
characteristics.  

Inhabit  To live or dwell in a place  

Fertile  Land or soil that is fertile is able to 
support the growth of a large number 
of strong healthy plants.  

Nomad  A member of a people having no per-
manent home but moving from place 
to place usually in search of food or 
to graze livestock . 

From Latin nomas (“wandering shep-
herd”)  

Population  The whole number of people living in a 
country, city, or area  

Desert Biome 

Desert biomes are dry areas that  

receive very little rain.  

Deserts can be hot or cold.  

Most hot deserts are found near the  

equator.  

Climate Around The World 

Fun Fact 

Not all Deserts  

Have Sand! 



 

Year 5 Knowledge Organizer: DESERT BIOME  

How Some Species Adapt to Survive in the 
Sahara Desert  

Animals find clever ways to adapt in the  

Sahara desert. Some are nocturnal, only 
coming out at night when it’s cool and others 
can go days without drinking.  

Camels have two rows of eyelashes to pro-
tect their eyes from the dust; they have fat 
in their hump so they can go days without 
food and they can even close their nostrils to 
stop them inhaling sand.  

Fennec foxes have bat-like ears that radiate 
body heat and help keep them cool. They also 
have long, thick hair that insulates them dur-
ing cold nights and protects them from hot 

The dorcas gazelle can go without drinking 
for its entire lifetime, but when water is 
available, it does drink . 

Polar bears have a very strong sense of 
smell, which they use to find seal breathing 
holes in the ice. Once it has found the hole, 
the bear will wait patiently until the seal 
comes up for air to attack. They can even de-
tect a seal in the water beneath a metre of 

The largest hot desert in the world is the 
Sahara. Only the Antartica and Arctic de-
serts, which are cold deserts, are bigger 
than the Sahara.  

The Sahara desert is located in North Africa  

Around 2.5 million people inhabit the Saha-
ra. Most people in the desert are nomads 
or people who move place to place, but they 
raise sheep, goats, and camels. They move 
in their tents when the grass is eaten in a 
place. They usually settle in or near an oa-
sis. Some people raise crops on irrigated 
land.  

Sahara Desert  

Chihuahuan Desert  

The Chihuahuan desert is 
one of the largest deserts 
in North America. It  

covers parts of northern 
Mexico and the south-
western United States of 

The Chihuahuan desert is 
home to about 345 of the 
world's 1,500 cactus 

The Chihuahuan desert is 
where the book Holes by 
Louis Sachar is set.  



 

UNDER THE MICROSCOPE - GEOGRAPHY- AUTUMN 1 

Key vocabulary 

Key word Definition  

biome A major type of community of distinctive plants and 
animals living together in a particular climate and 
physical environment.  

climate The usual weather conditions of an area. 

climate zone An area that has its own distinct climate. 

diverse Different. 

drought When there is no rainfall for a long time. 

equator  An imaginary line around the Earth that goes exact-
ly midway between the North Pole and the South 
Pole and divides it into two equal halves, the North-
ern Hemisphere and the Southern Hemisphere.  

human geography Where people live, what they do, and how they use 
the land.  

landscape The visible features of an area of land, its land-
forms, and how they integrate with natural or man-
made features  

physical geography The study of the Earth’s surface and natural fea-
tures. 

population The whole number of people living in a country, city, 
or area. 

weather The way the air and the atmosphere feels. 

Climates 
Countries around the 
world have different 
climates. Countries near 
the equator have hotter 
climates and the Arctic 
and Antarctic have much 
colder climates. Cli-
mates can affect many 
things, such as which 
plants can grow. It can 
also affect the popula-



 

A LONG WAY FROM HOME - GEOGRAPHY - AUTUMN 2 

Key vocabulary 

Key word Definition  

border A boundary, especially of a country or a state. 

citizen A legally recognized subject or national of a state or common-
wealth, either native or naturalized. 

city A place in which people live that is larger or more important than 
a town. 

coast The part of the land adjoining or near the sea  

Europe A continent of the northern hemisphere, separated from Africa 
to the south by the Mediterranean Sea and from Asia to the east 
roughly by the Bosporus, the Caucasus Mountains, and the Ural 
Mountains. Europe contains approximately 20 per cent of the 
world's population.  

global Relating to the whole world; worldwide. 

immigration The action of coming to live permanently in a foreign country.  

location A particular place or position. 

map A diagrammatic representation of an area of land or sea showing 
physical features, cities, roads, etc  

migration The movement of people between different places. 

neutral Not supporting or helping either side in a conflict, disagreement, 
etc.; impartial. 

rural in, relating to, or characteristic of the countryside rather than 
the town. 

Post-war 

HMT Windrush 
HMT Empire Windrush brought 
one of the first large groups of 
post-war West Indian immigrants 
to the United Kingdom. The ship 
carried 1027 passengers and two 
stowaways on a voyage from Ja-
maica to London in 1948. Of 
these, more than 800 passengers 
gave their last country of resi-
dence as somewhere in the Car-
ibbean. The Windrush's arrival 
has become symbolic of the gen-
eration of Commonwealth citi-
zens who came to live in Britain 
between 1948 and 1971.  



 

EVOLUTION - GEOGRAPHY - SPRING 2 

Key vocabulary 
Key word Definition  

archipelago A group of islands. 

cardinal point One of the four principal points of the com-
pass: north, south, east, west.  

coast The land near a shore. 

compass A device for determining directions by means 
of a magnetic needle pointing to the magnetic 
north.  

difference A point or way in which people or things are 
dissimilar.  

equator An imaginary circle around the earth every-
where equally distant from the north pole 
and the south pole.  

intercardinal Any of the four points of the compass mid-
way between the cardinal points; northeast, 
southeast, southwest, or northwest.  

island An area of land surrounded by water and 
smaller than a continent.  

location A particular place or position. 

physical geography The study of the Earth’s surface and natural 
features. 

route An established, selected or assigned course 
of travel. 

similarity Having a resemblance in appearance, charac-
ter, or quantity, without being identical. 

terrain The surface features of an area of land. 

The Galapagos     
Islands 
The Galápagos Islands are an 
archipelago of volcanic islands. 
They are distributed on either 
side of the equator in the Pa-
cific Ocean, surrounding the 
centre of the Western Hemi-
sphere, and are part of the Re-
public of Ecuador. Located 906 
km west of continental Ecua-
dor, the islands are known for 
their large number of endemic 
species that were studied by 
Charles Darwin during the sec-
ond voyage of HMS Beagle. His 
observations and collections 
contributed to Darwin's theory 
of evolution by means of natu-
ral selection.  


